
 
 

Joint Hub Fund Impact to Date 
 
Support from the Joint Hub Fund has made it possible for all partners supported to: 
 

 Cover operational costs thus making it possible for them to focus on the business of growing or 
offering quality service to tech communities 

 All partners moved to new/larger office premises to accommodate the demands for their 
services from their communities 

 Provide good reliable internet connectivity which is essential for communities  

 Host regular weekly or monthly events in response to community needs  
 

CORE Grant Recipients 
 
ActivSpaces (Cameroon) 
ActivSpaces (African Center for Technology Innovation and Ventures) was established in 2010 in 
Buena, Cameroon. In 2012, ActivSpaces added a second location in Douala, Cameroon. ActivSpaces, 
unofficial headquarters of Cameroon’s tech ecosystem, provides co-working space, internet access, 
mentorship, workshops, training and other support for Cameroon’s innovators in an effort to 
develop world class entrepreneurs, capable of building successful digital enterprises. ActivSpaces 
serves as a catalyst and enabler for Cameroon’s technology community, coordinating, supporting 
and sponsoring new organizations and technology events. 
 
 Membership increased by 285% 
 Partnership with Cameron Angels Network (CAN), MTN partnership for Innovation challenge, 

Mokolo.net, Google, Microsoft, Appstech 
 465 new women have participated in tech training and activities 
 24 start-ups supported (52 people) 
 500 attended tech events  
 Supported 628 university students in programming clubs including 95 women 
 2700 students participated in ‘hardcore’ tech events including 465 women 
 4000 people attended tech accessible events 
 One start-up received $7500 through crowdfunding and a corporate sponsor has provided 

around $20,000 in in kind support (office, internet etc), MTN has committed $22,500 in funding 
 Social Media presence – twitter 2529, facebook likes 1,216 
 Ran an acceleration programme for 4 start-ups with pitch events, marketing, advertising, legal, 

tax, accounting and business advice and provided each with $1800 funding.  Each of the startups 
presented a fully working, commercially viable application at the end of the bootcamp. The 
startups selected by CAN are undergoing due diligence and will receive between $10,000 and 
$40,000 each in funding. 

 
  



 
 

Below is a list of ActivSpace’s start-ups and what they’ve achieved: 

 

Startup Description Support 
Package  

Key Successes 

Aligodo Aligodo is an online business directory 
that allows consumers to request 
products and services. Business can reply 
directly to the clients. Businesses also 
have the ability to create promotional 
offers 

Startup 
Member 

 

Caline Call centre for computer maintenance 
issues 

Startup 
Member 

 

Cartech Our startup is an online and mobile 
platform where people buy cars 
materials and receive it wherever they 
are 

Startup 
Member 

 

Cleankakos Cleankakos.com is the first and only 
online dry cleaning service. The service 
allows you to easily place an order for 
your dry cleaning. It is an innovative 
hassle-free solution that allows you to 
save time and money.  

Startup 
Member 

Generating 
revenue 

Cooltchop Cooltchop is an online directory of 
restaurants in Cameroon. Consumers are 
able to make reservations, or order 
directly from the app.  

Startup 
Member 

Generating 
revenue 

Dial237.com Online business/event directory including 
reviews/coupons/hours etc. 

Startup 
Member 

Major social 
media traction 

Djoss Djoss.tv is a social TV platform that lets 
TV viewers discuss about a TV show they 
are watching. TV stations can use the 
platform to easily connect to their 
audience to gather their feedback and 
learn more about them.  

Activation Boot 
Camp 

Released new 
Android app 

DreamBus Online bus ticket booking, paying 
through MTN mobile money, orange 
money, PayPal, lemon way Cameroon. 
www.dream-bus.net 

Startup 
Member 

 

Feeperfect Flagship product is “Feem”. Wi-Fi file 
transfer between any device. 

Startup 
Member 

Accepted to 
Accelerator in 
Czech Republic. 
Generating 
revenue 

GiftEd E-commerce for back to school. One stop 
shop for all school books. 

Startup 
Member 

Generating 
revenue 

  

http://www.dream-bus.net/


 
 

Globalise Start Globalise Start is a mobile application 
company which develops innovative 
technology. The company is looking to 
create educational Android app that is 
also fun and accessible to young people 
and business owners. It’s a platform to 
have fun, learn and exchange 

Startup 
Member 

Recent Pivot to 
focus projects 

Hyboo Local language learning app. Startup 
Member 

 

I-Djangi I-Djangi is an Android app that allows 
local savings group to do their 
transactions via mobile money.  

Startup 
Member 

Finalist in MTN 
Innovation 
Challenge 

IMX VOD over for hotels, bars, hotspots. Activation Boot 
Camp 

Negotiating 
contract with 
largest VIP 
travel agency in 
Cameroon. 

ITOK “iTOK” (pronounced “I talk”) is an 
Android Chat app. iTok allows the user to 
send messages even when the internet 
connection is down.  

Startup 
Member 

 

Koki Press Android app that allows local 
newspapers to sell their publications 
online. 

Startup 
Member 

Partnership with 
major 
newspapers in 
Cameroon. 

Kwiizi We are building app for education, 
enterprise and medical care using web 
technologies. Our applications allow 
people to boost the communication in a 
local sector without internet connection. 

Activation Boot 
Camp 

Already installed 
their platform in 
5 institutions.  

LCMTours Online platform connecting tourists and 
tour guides. 

Startup 
Member 

Generating 
revenue 

Maelth Online health records with SMS 
notification integration. 

Startup 
Member 

Conducted Pilot 
test with local 
clinic where 
they registered 
pregnant 
women for SMS 
notification 

MyCoupon Group discount platform. Startup 
Member 

 

MyMate myMatesTM is an interactive on-line 
Educational platform for Universities & 
Institutions of Higher Learning. It creates 
an online-classroom atmosphere 
between students, Lecturers & 
Administrators in every institution. 

Startup 
Member 

Partnership with 
a local 
University. 

  



 
 

QuickTicket Quickticket is an enterprise application 
for transport company management, 
which will allow real time ticket purchase 
and SMS notifications to users. 

Startup 
Member 

Generating 
revenue. 
Contracts with 
two major bus 
agencies in 
Cameroon. 

SHERS SAS-
kombiandsher.com 

Social Marketplace for Hobby (books 
sharing, ticketing, e-books, booking 
chat). Users are able to register, chat 
with other users about hobbies, share 
books, tickets for events. The platform is 
free, without fees. 

Startup 
Member 

Running user 
acceptance 
tests. 

ShoOwer ShoOwer’s databases containing contacts 
(technicians, lawyers, doctors, etc.), GPS 
positions (companies with supporting 
shops, business agencies, all sorted by 
sector), job offers (for geolocation), used 
natively from a smartphone (equipped 
with a GPS chip) or a navigator enabled 
javascript. It works with the GPS 
coordinates of the host device and can 
also be used by SMS from any phone. 

Startup 
Member 

3,500 users 

 

Hivecolab (Uganda) 
Hivecolab is an innovative co-working and incubation space that serves the technology community 
of Uganda, by offering a collaborative space to meet, share knowledge, hold events, business 
development, network linkages between developer community and private, public and CBO sector, 
find mentors, and grow and scale businesses.  
 
Below is a summary of Hivecolab’s activities and impact in 2015: 
 
 Stronger working relationships with organisations in Health, Transparency and Accountability, 

Education and Agriculture 
 Relationship building efforts have attracted resource support to Hub including financial (Uganda 

Communications Commission and Makerere University) 
 16 start-ups received support in 2015 – programmes and activities offered include Business 

Development, Accelerator training, technical training, investor/funder connections.  This included 
10 new start-ups. 

 Increase in monthly income USD$2,000-they now only rely on donors for 20% of their income 
 Grown their incubation programme to support 40 people (25 in 2014) 
 Start–ups graduated include Access Mobile/Clinic Communicator which is currently making US$ 

10,000 a month, ThinVoid –thinvoid.com, Brainshare – brainshre.ug 
 Physical users 100 monthly, events 500 monthly and 1000 virtual incubation 
 Participated in presidential advisors round table discussions on ICT policy which resulted in 

working relationship with Ministry of ICT in support of start-ups in Uganda 
 Strategic relationship with Makerere and Mbarara Universities to improve quality of projects out 

of Universities 
 Support to Ensibuuko which works with saccos (local village saving groups) and have signed a 

contract to digitise 50 groups to increase financial inclusion in rural areas 
 Support to Yoza enabled them to enrol over 500 underserved, unemployed women into their 

system and they all receive paid work weekly. 



 
 

 At Risk Groups training on digital safety and security to increase safety in internet freedom 
 Social Media presence – twitter 3,600, facebook 1,400, newsletter with 1,500 subscribers 
 6 pro bono mentors identified to support start-ups and 3 private companies to support business 

development 
 +350 people have participated in unlocked training since its inception in April 2015 
 Have mapped the social innovation sector in Uganda in governance, service delivery, health, 

education and agriculture  
 Partnered with Marie Stopes to create an App for World Aids Day 
 Sits on the presidential advisors round table on ICT policy in Uganda and are working with them 

to source ICT skills and services locally rather than importing them 
 Secured a 20MB/s internet line 
 Secured a grant of $45,000 from Uganda’s Communication Commission 
 US$7,000 availed as investments to start-ups with grants ranging from $1,000 - $1,500 for a 

maximum of 5 start-ups 
 Three start-ups received investment as a result of their support (Ensibuuko $80,000, YOZA 

$10,000 and Nakazade $20,000) 
 They hosted a wide range of trainings including a 6 week software development programme, 

women in tech training, 10 business development workshops 
 Ran monthly info sessions and networking event as well as sessions on innovation, business 

growth and leadership 
 3 new staff recruited (business development consultant, part time accountant and 

communications lead) 
 Only innovation hub that facilitates for meeting space for tech and creative sector. 
 Ran the WITU programme to support women technologists which included training 90 young 

women in digital skills of which 28 have found employment and 30 internships as well as training 
50 school drops outs in how to use tech to support their small businesses. 

 Ran 4 digital security and safety training in the run up to the elections for at risk groups like 
citizen journalists, activists and gender artists, partnering with groups like SMUG for LGBTI 
community and Human Rights Defenders network and a hub for investigative journalism 

 Trained 30 young innovators in using tech in governance and improving service delivery, 
partnered with MAVC to run an info session on tech in governance, planning to run a human 
centred design hackathon around this theme in partnership with civil society, government and 
other stakeholders  

 
Below are the start-ups they are currently supporting: 
 

1. Ubunifu House of Management (women owned) 
2. Yoza – Village Cleaning Services (have also just received an award from MTN) 
3. Run for your Life – an HIV and AIDS information game for young people (woman owned) 
4. Kanzu Code – an app that studies voting trends in Uganda including why people plan to vote 

or not to vote through research 
5. Ella Solutions (woman owned) 
6. Batraim Limited 
7. Africa’s Talking (run by women) 
8. Lipa Mobile which allows parents to send mobile money for their children at school to avoid 

theft and the inconvenience of having to visit the school as students have no bank accounts. 
www.lipamobile.com 

9. The Student Hub – www.studenthub.ug  
10. Mdundo Limited (run by women) 
11. Auto-Mobile on the road car services 
12. Tambula – a location awareness app – www.tambula.net 

http://www.lipamobile.com/
http://www.studenthub.ug/
http://www.tambula.net/


 
 

Start-ups which have joined:  
 

1. Ensibuuko – www.ensibuuko.com  
2. Banapads Pads Manufacturing – required support to create an application to manage 

distribution and business development support on use of tech to run the business.  
3. Kadafrica – passion fruit farming – required business development support. Hive has helped 

to create a digital management system.  
4. Village Energy – a solar energy start-up which teaches girls to repair solar equipment. Hive 

Colab has assigned in development of the model and technical training for girl technicians.  
 
Other incubated businesses which are not new to the space include:  
 

1. Tech4Farmers – www.tech4farmers.com  
2. Redcore Interactive – www.remit.ug  
3. Inforex Africa – www.inforexafrica.com  
4. Binary Logic / Meka – www.meka.ug  
5. Remit UG – www.remitug.com  
6. Walimu Health Project – www.walimu.org  
7. ICT Association of Uganda – www.ictau.ug  
8. Nakazade Maternal and Infant Health project – www.nakazade.org  
9. Instahealth – www.myinstahealth.com  
10. Crystal Technologies 

Three companies have graduated from the space so far: 
 

1. Access Mobile / Clinic Communicator – this company left the space on the 1st July 2015 and 
moved to a space in the same building. The company makes an average of $10,000 USD a 
month.  

2. ThinVoid – www.thinvoid.com  
3. Brainshare – www.brainshre.ug     

 
 
iSpace (Ghana) 
iSpace is a unique environment where technology start-ups can start up faster.  We nurture a local 
network of like-minded and focused tech entrepreneurs, providing places where they can work, 
meet, collaborate, network, learn and have fun.  By getting the right people together in a physical 
space, good things happen. 
 
iSpace new office space in the centre of Osu with a garden that inspires creativity and innovation, 
the open plan space includes permanent desks for resident start-ups, a ‘drop-in’ working space for 
members requiring an occasional space to touch down in and a plenty of space to hold start-up and 
technology events. iSpace is fitted with fast Internet access and Wi-Fi service. 

 
Below is a summary of iSpace activities and impact in 2015.   
 
 SunShade, came second and won Most Innovative Idea at the World Bank Global energy 

efficiency summit in Barcelona. 
  ZaaCoal, won the local region competition at The Challenge Cup and will represent 
 Ghana in the African Regional Finals to be held in Kenya 
 Created 10 new jobs by helping Hasbys and Media Inc to expand their various teams. 
 Sending a start-up to join an accelerator Turn8 program in Dubai 
 6 teams (24 people) have dedicated working space at iSpace 

http://www.ensibuuko.com/
http://www.tech4farmers.com/
http://www.remit.ug/
http://www.inforexafrica.com/
http://www.meka.ug/
http://www.remitug.com/
http://www.walimu.org/
http://www.ictau.ug/
http://www.nakazade.org/
http://www.myinstahealth.com/
http://www.thinvoid.com/
http://www.brainshre.ug/


 
 

 120 members and 110 drop ins used the space 
 48 start-ups mentored with 17 of these being women lead – support to start-ups include 

Unlocked series, Pitch Zone, Women Entrepreneurship program as well as a business skills series 
(product design, PR, marketing, business development etc). 

 Social Media presence – twitter 2,649, facebook 2,014, Google+ 51,856  
 Social impact work included an open data project, an Ebola health alert, a sexual health project 

and an energy efficiency application and an inclusive business programme 
 Skills development and training included support for a 6 week intensive Code School, iSpace 

Coders (60% women) and Mobile Development Training 
 Participated in a range of innovation events including a science hack day, a mobile App showcase 

and Ampion Venture Bus 
 Start-ups supported include Lending Square (an online marketplace and lending platform, 

Dziffa.com (an e-commerce platform with over 200 listings), GameNerd (a gaming platform), 
Habsys (a consumer deals website which has 12,000 subscribers, a team of 12, 62% return 
customers and $38,000 revenue) and Zaacoal (manufactures slow-burning smokeless charcoal 
from organic waste and sells to cafes, nightclubs etc)  

 Reinvested $7000 in 5 start-ups 
 Generated $31.890 revenue through training, membership, service provision and space rental 
 
 
SEED Grant Recipients 
 
mHub (Malawi) 
mHub is Malawi’s first technology and innovation hub based in Lilongwe. It was established in 
November 2013 as an open space where young technology enthusiasts and innovators are nurtured 
with technical skills and supported to develop sustainable business models that are ultimately 
incubated. The hub provides a platform for young technology entrepreneurs to expose their talent 
and facilitates linkages with the industry.  mHub facilitates structured mentorship by well-
established persons in business and technology to young technology entrepreneurs. 
 
 Has a membership of over 50 
 Have engaged with a wide range of stakeholders including government departments, branding, 

design and communication expertstelecom companies and other corporate players 
 Moved to new premises and renovations completed 
 4 start-ups housed at mHub 
 Conducted Technology festival events in 4 major cities of Mzuzu, Lilongwe, 
 Blantyre and Zomba with an accumulative attendance of 350 people and 
 22 innovations showcased 
 Lake of Stars app design giving essential information to festival goers (Lake of Stars has an 

audience of 5000 people.  It can be downloaded on Google Play Store or on this link: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ALOS2.Malawi  

 Lily Alfonso Online Fashion Store Design – designed first online store for Malawian fashion 
designer https://lillyalfonso.com/ 

 Media coverage through interviews on BBC Click, South Africa’s Grocotis 
 Mail and Malawian TV, radios and papers about the work mHub is doing in 
 Malawi. 
 15 technology applications developed within the hub 
 Engagement with other hubs like Bongo Hive, kLab, Jozi Hub and AfriLabs 
 Tech265 bimonthly discussion forum to stimulate debate ad facilitate discussion on technology 

trends 
 Consultancy, Research and Software Development ventures as sustainability plans for hub 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ALOS2.Malawi
https://lillyalfonso.com/


 
 

 Social Media presence – twitter 545, facebook 2206 
 Engaged 4 universities and showcased tech innovations by hub members to audiences of 350 

people 
 Ran other community development activities including 4 TechFests where innovators showcased 

their idea to industry and media, bimonthly discussion forums, Android and Python meet-ups, a 
children coding club, development competitions and digital media and photography workshops 

 Provided a range of support to start-ups including an incubation programme supporting 5 start-
ups, a 3 day start-up camp, mentorship (20 mentors from the tech and business sector) and 
Geographic Information System training 

 Generated K100 000 in revenue 
 Samson Fiado won the GIST Spirit of Tech Award at Global Entrepreurship Summit in Kenya 2015. 

He developed a local Accounting Package, called EasyBooks. The platform is specifically designed 
for small and medium enterprise businesses to document and track their business’ financial 
details. It helps businesses know whether they are making profits or not, keep records of their 
customers and suppliers, keeps track of revenue generated, expenses incurred, VAT. It can be 
managed by one administrator leaving a trail that can be easily followed. EasyBooks does not 
require one to have IT or Accounting knowledge or experience as most of this stuff is done in the 
backend. 

 Partnerships with UNICEF, Flame Tree Initiative, ICT@50, Timveni TV,  
 

Sensi (Sierra Leone)  
Sensi is a growing civil society organization that aims to establish a citizen-driven ICT network in 
Sierra Leone. Sensi has been heavily influenced and inspired by the Ebola outbreak to look at what 
role the ICT sector can play during the crisis and after.  Sensi aims to work with international and 
local partners, communities and Governments, to explore the opportunities and possibilities that a 
technology innovation community would offer Sierra Leonean society to drive the growth and 
development of the tech sector in Sierra Leone.  Sensi aims to cultivate a grassroots network to 
support those living with the legacy of the Ebola outbreak, and to act as a bridge between the local 
tech community and the global tech community.  

 
 Renovations completed and bar now operational 
 17 events hosted including meet ups and conferences including Women in Tech and facilitation 

for 1st Online Radio Station for Women 
 Bloggers network started with the aim of growing citizen journalists 
  35 people signed up as members, 1 corporate membership, 600 interested participants in our 

database and 50 small businesses in our incubation list.   
 Two partners providing webinar support from the UK, and discussions with some local partners in 

the IT sector.  
 Future sustainability still a challenge as no other resources are secured for the Hub apart from an 

Indigo Trust grant (£10,000). 
 

  



 
 

Swahilibox (Kenya) 
SwahiliBox is the 1st technology open space in the Kenyan Coast.  M-Power has set up a co-creation 
space in Mombasa. This space is under the management of M-Power in collaboration with the 
National Museums of Kenya (who have provided M-Power access to a per-historic monument for 
refurbishment). The place is a mix of a traditional Swahili Culture setup with a modern technology 
open space setup. The preservation of Swahili heritage and culture using technology will also be one 
of the key areas of focus for M-Power with the SwahiliBox.  There were some delays in this hub 
opening so impact to date reflects only 3 months of operation. 
 
 Renovations complete and operations started 
 Re-worked organisational structure to have one person lead the organisation.  This after team 

previously identified had moved on to other business before funds were received 
 Helps recruit 4 interns who will give support to lead person  
 Re-allocation of remaining funds for the monthly allocation to support  operational needs - 

including putting in logistics for community driven events, transport and communication 
allowances, and special budget plans to operationalize their ambitious plans of action. 

 internship model can help empower more community members over time to have practical skills 
to transform the landscape, and assist us achieve maximum output.  

 New structure allows for investment in impactful ventures as a way to support the activities our 
team players will have. 

 Community members have done the software development to adapt an US based tool called 
Ground Source which has been developed to enable newsrooms to collect insight from citizen 
journalists so that it is more appropriate to the African context. 

 
 

 
 
 


